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Title: PRINCIPLE OF THE SEPARATION OF POWERS BETWEEN PUBLIC PROSECUTORS AND THE POLICE IN
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION REFORM

Author: Pongpitak Panthulawan, Independent Study: LL. M., University of Phayao, 2019
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study the reform of criminal investigation system, effects
of the reform on the separation of powers between the police and public prosecutors and their roles after
the reform. Results revealed that, 1) The issue of the reform are to increase the efficiency of the investigation
by restructuring the investigation and the prosecution to one process. The responsibility of public prosecutors
is controlling every step before the prosecution. 2) Principle of the separation of power cannot be used
as a concept in the criminal investigation because the investigation focus is on the cooperation between
the police and public prosecutors. Therefore, power of the investigation and the prosecution should not
be separated. 3) The role of public prosecutors is controlling every step before the prosecution. The role
of the police is helping the public prosecutors and following the advice of the public prosecutors about
the investigation. The beginning of the criminal investigation is the police searching for the facts and the
evidence to maintain the peace of the people and seeking the details of the crime.

The suggestions for the reform of criminal investigation which truly benefits people are as follows.
First, the police and public prosecutors should be educated to prepare for the joint criminal investigation.
Secondly, the guideline for joint criminal investigation to the same aspect should be designed in accordance
with international principles. Thirdly, the Criminal Procedure Code and law concerning authority of the
police and public prosecutors should be amended in the current circumstance. Lastly, the collaboration

between the police and public prosecutors should be encouraged to reduce redundant works.
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